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PREFACE. 

A few words of introduction are necessary to the investigations 

contained in the following pages, in order to remove some of the 

perplexity which may hang around the enunciation of the theory 
which they contain. 

In the course of an examination of the columnar arrangement of 

the text of the oldest MS of the New Testament, my attention 

was drawn to a remarkable numerical peculiarity in the arrange- 
ment of the lines and columns of the several books, and from this 

my mind was forced to the conclusion that the scribes of the New 

Testament produced epistles more uniformly written and at the 

closing page more frequently filled than is the custom at the 

present day; and that it was, in fact, possible to reproduce the 

original pages by a simple process of numerical subdivision, if only 
the MS had preserved the lines of the original writing. Further 

study of the Vatican Codex showed that a large number of the 
books of the New Testament were capable of this subdivision (by 

the very simple process of dividing the column of the MS into 
three equal parts), and that the pages resulting from the subdivi- 
sion were very closely related to the original pages. 

Perhaps this will become easier to apprehend by a simple varia- 

tion of the statement. Imagine a printed book, in which there are, 
let us say, ten equal pages, of thirty lines to each page, printed 

uniformly. If a reprint be made of this book in any other formii, 
i. e. on pages and with lines of a different size to the copy, it is 
evident that the original arrangement of the book will be lost, and 
it is very unlikely that the last page of the new book will be a 

complete one. If, however, the printer adheres to the original 
lines, no matter how he may change his pages or his type, we shall 

always be able to restore the book to its original shape by simple 
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subdivision of its 300 lines into ten pages, although, of course, the 

subdivision may not be easy to detect, nor to demonstrate. This 

is what has happened in the Vatican MS; the scribe has retained 

the original line, and in a certain sense has preserved the original 

page also, since he made his column (as the investigation will 

show) by placing three of the original pages in a vertical line. 

This fundamental fact is the key to the method of textual criticism 

to which these pages form an introduction. 
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